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July 4, 2009
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Fourth of July to be held on the
Fourth of July

Raindateis Sunday, July 5th. Timeis9:59 p.m. (aconcessionto thosewhofind it difficult to restrain themselves).
Flares-- $2.00 apiece -- can be purchased from your zone representative who may ask you to cometo his/her house
to pick themup.
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Bits and Pieces

Results and pictures of the Fourth of July activities
will be posted on our Web sitelong before a hard copy
of thenewd etter isprinted on August 1.

Atthe Memorial Day meeting, Gene Furgason, director of
Camp Trotter who livesin Grant, gave apresentation to the
group with regard to camp activitiesand their current
needs. In that asubject for later discussion waswhat to do
with our excess money, residentsvoted to contribute
$1,000tothecamp for cabin furniture.

The bane of walkers, joggers, and even bikersis
loose dogs who loudly and aggressively charge
strangers. Theproblem, in part, isaclash of culturesin
that somevintage citizenshave, |o these many years, never
felt the need to leash their petsbecause “We' ve always
doneit thisway,” in spite of aNewaygo County leash law
whichisinplace. Thisisn’tasmuch of aprobleminthe
citieswhere dogsarerestrained for their own protection.
But especially during thisbusy time of theyear, residents
are asked to respect thefearsof pedestrianswho are out
to get alittle exercise and enjoy nature by restraining their
dogs, preferably with arope.

LakeClarity: Perhapswe are coming back down to earth.

After last year’s skyrocketing Seechi Disk readings, this
year’shave been amorenormal (for us). Weekly readings
havebeen 17, 16, 19, 21, and 12 feet.

Some zone representatives have found it cumbersometo go
about their neighborhoods selling flares and then repeating
the processfor those who weren’'t home. A few may ask
you to cometo their housesinstead.

Therewassometalk at the Memorial Day meetingin
regard to tearing down the outhousefacility onthe
association grounds. The prevailing opinionisthat tofix the
problemswould require considerable expensein that the
situation would haveto be brought up to code. Asit stands,
the association grounds are only used for four meetings per
summer. Our facility offersoccasiond relief for walkers
and perhapsfor Camp Trotter kidswho sometime hay-ride
down asan outing. Isit worthit?If you have an opinion,
please attend the June 28th meeting.or contact Dan Coby.

Jerry Gerloski, who sellsflagsand flag poles, has donated
new flagsfor display at the association grounds. If you
need aflag, he can bereached at 652-1218. In addition,
Limited Editions of BillsLake Fine Apparel can be
purchased from Ken or Jackie Huizen (652-1199).

Boat Parade details: Please preregister at the DeJong's
dock (blue carpeting next to the public access) or call 652-
9941. Carol and Del need your name and thetitle of your
entry. Also, please put your entry title on asign to be placed
ontheright sideof your boat in letterslarge enough to be
seen by people on shore. Voteswill betaken fromlake
residentsusing your entry title—onevote per dock. There
isonly one category —there are no separate junior and
senior divisions. Pleasearrive 10 minutesearly to lineup.
Also, please stay in the public access cove afterward until
the votes are counted and the trophies are awarded.

Heads up: Residents are reminded that tragedy can occur
onland aswell asinthewater. Inthiscase, wearetalking
about golf cartswhich are often operated by overconfident
(read: speedy) but inexperienced drivers, particularly inthe
Hiawathaand Geronimo 1 zones. On June 13, 2008 the
Grand Rapids Press carried an article about the risks.
Over half of the accidents nationwideinvolved driversages
10-19 and on streets, not golf courses. A similar articleusing
the same datawasfound on p. 53 of the June 30, 2008
issue of Timemagazine. It wasentitled “ Crash Course.”

Directory updates/corr ectionswould be appreciated,
especially e-mail addresses. Please contact Ed Waits at
652-2629 or edwaits@charter.net Your zonerepresenta-
tive can a so takethisinformation.

Steveand Barb Neurither, retired public school teachers
who liveintheApache zone, have established aL akeside
Library for arearesidents. Steve and acrew constructed a
building last fall and winter. All four wallscontain shelves
filled with approximately 2,000 books as Steve continuesto
add display space.. Hours of operation are 1-3 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday or whenever you can meet with Steve
and Barb. Thereare no duedatesor fines: you simply fill
out aninformation card thefirst time and then enter your
name and thetitle of thebook inajournal. Moredetails,
including lists of booksavailable by category, can befound
ontheBillsLakeWeb site.

During the July 4th weekend, we may receivevisitations by
boaterswho don’t know thelawsand rules. For
instance, some go clockwise around the perimeter, not
counterclockwise. Beon thelookout. Beextracareful. If
you know someone who needs arefresher poster with
regard to boating rules, contact Ed Waits.



